SINGLE-TOOTH IMPLANTS: 

AN INTERDISCIPLINARY CHALLENGE

The restorative options for replacing congenitally missing lateral 

incisors 

have changed significantly in recent years.  No longer will restorative 

dentists consider full coverage conventional fixed bridges for young 

adolescent 

patients. Resin-bonded (Maryland) bridges, developed in the 1970’s, 

rapidly 

became a standard for replacing missing maxillary lateral incisors.  

But 

long-term studies have shown that resin-bonded bridges have a high 

failure rate 

and eventually become a maintenance problem for the restorative dentist 

and a 

nuisance for the patient.  Since implants were introduced into the 

United 

States in the early 1980s, they have revolutionized removable and fixed 

prosthodontics. Many patients and parents have already heard about 

implants.  

They are interested in single-tooth implants to replace congenitally 

missing 

maxillary laterals.  But these types of restorations are extremely 

technique 

sensitive.  Several issues must be resolved before implants should be 

considered.  The orthodontist must prepare the implant site carefully. 

The 

timing of implant placement could be crucial.  The aftermath of 

improper 

implant therapy could be disastrous. This presentation will discuss the 

most 

important clinical issues when implants are planned as replacements for 

congenitally missing lateral incisors in young adolescent patients.

