 From Conventional Orthodontics, Surgical Orthodontics to Modern Orthodontics 

– How to choose it? What will happen in the future? 

The history of conventional orthodontics has passed over one hundred years. In the 1970s, both the orthodontic and the surgical communities have made great stride in diagnosis and treatment of some severe cases with skeletal -facial problems. From the 1990s, the Multiple-Segmental Osteotomy (MSO) combined with orthodontic treatment has extensively practiced in Taiwan and become the prime ways to treat more extensions of malocclusion cases. 

Fashionably, from the late 1990s, continuous research and development (R&D) in the innovative modern orthodontic concept of using temporary anchorage devices (TADs), including all variations of mini-screws, mini-plates, etc, has progressively shown beautiful and encouraging results, especially in Japan, Korea and Taiwan. 

Basically, surgical orthodontics could be used in cases with markedly skeletal problems, for example: (1) Markedly anteroposterior discrepancies - Severe skeletal Class II and Class III (2) Markedly vertical discrepancies - Severe skeletal deep bite and open bite (3) Markedly horizontal discrepancies - Severe skeletal cross-bite & scissors bite (4) Severe skeletal asymmetry, and in some patients who want to shorten the treatment time.

Mini-implant orthodontics could be used in a wide variety of applications which are as follows: (1) Slightly to moderately skeletal Class II and Class III cases (2) Canine retraction and protraction (3) Anterior segment retraction and intrusion (4) Premolar extrusion, intrusion, retraction and protraction (5) Molar uprighting, protraction, distalization, intrusion and extrusion (6) Distal movement of the entire maxillary / mandibular dentition (7) Correction of dental midline (8) Correction of cross-bite & scissors bite or ectopic tooth (9) As a skeletal anchorage in edentulous area (10) As a reinforced anchorage in in-cooperative patients

Malocclusions, except for the indications of surgical orthodontics but overlapping with some indications of mini-implant orthodontics, could be treated with conventional orthodontics. As to Implant-surgical orthodontics, it could be used in cases with markedly skeletal problems like the indications of surgical orthodontics and in some patients who want to shorten the treatment time, but could save some surgical sites.
Nowadays, clinicians have more choices of ways to treat patients with wide varieties of malocclusion. The purpose of this presentation is to show five cases describing how to choose Conventional Orthodontics, Surgical Orthodontics and Modern Orthodontics (Implant Orthodontics and Implant-Surgical Orthodontics) and to predict what will happen in the future.
